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CITY HALL — Citizens suspi-
cious of Santa Monica Place rede-
velopment proposals have been
granted court-ordered requests for

correspondence between City Hall
and the mall’s owner.

The Santa Monica Coalition for
a Livable City (SMCLC), a group
of about 100 citizens who are
questioning Santa Monica Place
redevelopment scenarios that they

fear will side-step the public
process, was granted its request by
the Los Angeles Superior Court
last week. The court ordered city
officials to search for and release

BY WINTER JOHNSON
Special to the Daily Press

After a three-week humanitari-
an trip to Sri Lanka, three Santa
Monica youth have returned to
their hometown changed forever. 

Laurent Grill, 16, Mariza B.
Lockhart, 15, and Gether Gibson,
17, were part of a group of 10
Southern California high school
students who were accompanied by
three chaperones from the United
States and were joined by addition-
al chaperones in Sri Lanka. The trip
was sponsored by Relief
International-Schools Online (RI-
SOL) with the assistance of the

Two Middle-Eastern Women's Need
for Speed: (1) A 27-year-old Saudi
woman, Hanadi Zakaria al-Hindi
(whose countrywomen are not permit-
ted to drive cars), was granted a com-
mercial pilot's license in June after
flight training in Jordan and returned
home to fly for Saudi Prince al-Walid
bin Talal's company. (2) Ms. Laleh
Seddigh, 28, won Iran's national
championship car race in March after
becoming the first woman allowed to
compete against men in any sport
since Iran's Islamic Revolution. (In the
winner's circle, Ms. Seddigh put on a
scarf and draped a cape over her tight-
fitting uniform.)

Today is the 215th day of 2005.
There are 150 days left in the year.   

On Aug. 3, 1492, Christopher
Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain,
on a voyage that took him to the pre-
sent-day Americas.
In 1923, Calvin Coolidge was sworn in
as the 30th president of the United
States, following the death of Warren
G. Harding.
In 1949, the National Basketball
Association was formed. 
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Stepping out

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
‘Showstoppers,’ a group of teen-age singers and dancers from Utica, NY. perform ‘ONE’ from the Chorus Line at the
Santa Monica Pier on Tuesday. Showstoppers have been touring the Southwest and will be performing at Disneyland
today. Performers are boys and girls who range in age from 13 to 18.

Santa Monica youth return with a wider world view

Court orders City Hall to come clean

Photo courtesy of the Red Cross
(Left to right) Local students Gether Gibson, Laurent Sander Grill and Mariza
Lockhart visited Galle, Sri Lanka, the site of a train wreckage. The train, fully
loaded with passengers, was swept off its tracks by the Dec. 26 tsunami where
1,500 people lost their lives and the catastrophe made international news. 
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BY RYAN HYATT
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CITY HALL — Santa Monica’s
top administrator who led City
Hall through the recent recession
will soon be heading off to enjoy
her golden years, leaving behind a
rebounding economy and the
foundation to complete several
significant public projects.

Santa Monica City Manager
Susan McCarthy, who has held
her position since 1999, has
informed the City Council she
will retire in November.
McCarthy, who will be 60 next
week, has worked for City Hall
for 24 years. Responsible for the
“belt-tightening” that enabled
City Hall to ride out the post-9-11
economic downturn, she intends
to spend more time with her hus-
band and aging parents in the
coming years. 

Through McCarthy’s efforts,
Santa Monica has maintained its
triple A bond rating while sup-
porting big ticket capital improve-
ments that have been in the works
since the 1990s. Some of those
projects are expected to open this
year, including the $55 million
Main Library, the $13 million
Virginia Avenue Park expansion
and the new $722,000 skatepark at
14th Street and Olympic

SUSAN MCCARTHY

SM City
Manager
to retire

See CITY MANAGER, page 5



documents they so far haven’t produced.
“This is an important victory for Santa

Monica residents,” said SMCLC
spokesperson Diana Gordon. 

Gordon said the court agreed with the
SMCLC that City Hall must relinquish
some documents so residents will have
information to make informed decisions
about a possible major redevelopment of
Santa Monica Place, the indoor shopping
mall between Second and Fourth streets
and Broadway and Colorado Avenue.

City Hall officials were contending
that only documents they release on the
city’s Web site should be produced,
Gordon said.

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie said her
office was preparing to give the SMCLC
documentation on Tuesday that would
include information from public surveys
and workshops, part of the community
approval process for Santa Monica
Place’s redevelopment.

“I hope the plaintiff will see we are act-
ing in good faith,” Moutrie said, indicat-
ing not all of the information requested
would be immediately available.

Gordon said a meeting scheduled for
Tuesday was canceled by the City
Attorney’s office. The purpose of the
meeting, as Gordon understood it, was to
allow the SMCLC to review all docu-
ments it requested at one time. The
SMCLC would be able to choose those
documents which it would like to scan
and keep.

Instead, Gordon said her colleagues
were handed over some documentation
when they arrived at City Hall, which was
not to the extent they requested.

Gordon said the SMCLC would prefer
reviewing all of the documents on its
terms, due to past experiences in which
the City Attorney’s office produced
paperwork that failed to answer its ques-
tions.

“They would give us duplicate docu-
ments already on the city Web site, or
documents not related to what we were
looking for and not asked them to pro-
duce,” Gordon said.

Gordon said she hadn’t had a chance to
review the documents the City Attorney’s
office offered the SMCLC on Tuesday.
However, her colleagues had indicated
they were disappointed in what they had
received from City Hall.

“It’s fair to say that it appears we still
have a serious dispute as to the city’s
obligations to produce all of the docu-
ments ordered by the court for our inspec-
tion and scanning, if appropriate,”
Gordon said. “There is no justifiable rea-
son to withhold documents that were

court-ordered to produce.”
City officials said it’s not a matter of

withholding information, but a time issue
— locating all of the documents is taking
longer than anticipated.

Among the documents the SMCLC
requested include:

■ E-mails between City Hall and
Macerich. Those documents have yet to
be searched.

■ Underlying source documents of
City Hall’s costs to redevelop Santa
Monica Place, as well as traffic studies
and other environmental impacts. 

■ Telephone surveys City Hall con-
ducted, with input from the developer.

■ The names and addresses of resi-
dents who attended City Hall’s work-
shops, as well as lease and fee interest
information for Macy’s and Robinsons-
May, Santa Monica Place’s two anchor
retailers in the mall.

The court also ordered City Hall to pre-
pare a list of all documents that was with-
held on the basis of privilege, so the court
can determine whether it has properly
asserted a privilege.

A status hearing is set for Sept. 26.
Santa Monica Place is owned by

Macerich, Inc., one of the largest owners
and operators of retail malls in the United
States. Randy Brant, senior vice president
of leasing of development leasing for
Macerich, said the indoor shopping mall
needs to be redeveloped because it was
based on an old, out-dated suburban model
that does not compete well with other
shops on the Third Street Promenade.

The question of what kind of develop-
ment should replace Santa Monica Place
is one the city has been trying to answer in
recent years.

The City Council scrapped a proposed
development to replace Santa Monica
Place last year due to controversy about
the height of high-rise buildings that were
slated for the site. If implemented, the
project would have demolished the exist-
ing mall and erected three 21-story resi-
dential towers, an eight-story office build-
ing and an eight-story apartment building.
Those buildings were to be built on top of
a new outdoor mall, which developers
described as a natural extension of the
Third Street Promenade. 

Macerich has taken public comment
from workshops, surveys and other out-
reach in order for consultants to come up
with proposals to help “re-imagine” Santa
Monica Place. 

Alternative proposals to the current
Santa Monica Place site were supposed to
be presented publicly this summer, fol-
lowed up by presentations to City Hall this
fall with the hopes of approval. So far, the
proposals have not been presented.
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Santa Monica Recycling Center   2411 Delaware Ave./Cloverfield & Michigan
Directions: Turn East on Michigan off of Cloverfield, First Street is 24th. Right on 24th St. to Delaware

Santa Monica 310/453-9677

Prices good with this coupon only

Recycle for CASH
CRV Aluminum Cans $1.45/LB.
(Over 100LBS) $1.50/LB.
CRV Glass Containers $.09/LB.
(Over 200LBS) $.095/LB.
CRV PET Containers $.75/LB.
(Over 50LBS) $.80/LB.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM
Saturday: 8AM-2PM

Prices include CA Redemption Value
Scrap price subject to change

*Prices good with coupon only
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• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

We accept all competitors' coupons!

For Fast Pickup Call:

(310) 828-3333

$500OFF
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To get free rides for seniors, go to www.passengerswanted.net

They think they are #1.
We think you are!

info@passengerswanted.net

01591599

City officials forced to
research documentation
SANTA MONICA PLACE, from page 1




